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FIRST PROSECUTION AND IMPRISONMENT FOR E-
VAPORISER OFFENDER WHO DID NOT ATTEND 

REHABILITATION  
 

6 JANUARY 2026 - A 23-year-old woman, Tang Yu Ling, was sentenced in court today 
to one week imprisonment for the possession of etomidate e-vaporiser pods, following 
her failure to attend rehabilitation. This is the first case of an e-vaporiser offender being 
charged by the Health Sciences Authority (HSA) for an e-vaporiser related offence for 
failing to attend rehabilitation.   

2 Tang was caught on 2 September 2025 for the possession of one e-vaporiser 
and pod, which were tested to contain etomidate. She was issued with a composition 
fine and placed on a rehabilitation programme, in lieu of prosecution. However, she 
did not attend her first rehabilitation appointment on 24 September 2025. As she failed 
to attend rehabilitation despite repeated reminders, HSA proceeded to bring charges 
against her for possession of etomidate.  

Mandatory rehabilitation programme and penalties for non-attendance 

3 HSA has been offering etomidate e-vaporiser offenders rehabilitation at the first 
instance to give them a chance to quit their habit with professional 
support.  Attendance is mandatory.  

4 However, offenders, as in the case of Tang, who fail to attend and/or complete 
their rehabilitation will be charged in court.  Such etomidate e-vaporiser offenders face 
a fine of up to $10,000 or imprisonment for up to two years or both.  
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About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)  

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific 

expertise through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood 

Services and Applied Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety. 

HSA is a multidisciplinary authority.  It serves as the national regulator for health 

products, ensuring they are wisely regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and 

efficacy. As the national blood service, it is responsible for providing a safe and 

adequate blood supply. It also applies specialised scientific, forensic, investigative and 

analytical capabilities in serving the administration of justice. For more details, visit 

http://www.hsa.gov.sg.  



 
 

For more updates on public health and safety matters, follow us on social media: 

LinkedIn, Instagram, X and YouTube. 

 

 

About HSA’s Health Products Regulation Group  
 

The Health Products Regulation Group (HPRG) of HSA ensures that medicines, 

innovative therapeutics, medical devices and health-related products are wisely 

regulated and meet appropriate safety, quality and efficacy standards. It contributes 

to the development of biomedical sciences in Singapore by administering a robust, 

scientific and responsive regulatory framework.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/90770/admin/page-posts/published/
https://www.instagram.com/hsa.singapore/
http://www.twitter.com/HSAsg
https://www.youtube.com/@HSAsingapore

