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SINGAPORE, 3 July 2009 
 
 
 
 
“HSA UPDATES” addresses topics of current public interest, and is subject to 

change as more information becomes available. 
HSA UPDATES NO 7/2009 

 
 

HSA PHARMACEUTICAL LABORATORY DESIGNATED A 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION PREQUALIFIED QUALITY 

CONTROL LABORATORY IN PHARMACEUTICALS 
 

 
The Health Sciences Authority’s (HSA) Pharmaceutical Laboratory under its 

Applied Sciences Group has been designated a World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Prequalified Quality Control Laboratory in pharmaceuticals under the WHO 
Prequalification of Medicines Programme.   

 
 

2 HSA is proud to be a part of the international team of laboratories that ensure 
standards of quality in medicinal products procured by United Nation (UN) agencies.  
As the only WHO-recognised pharmaceutical laboratory in Singapore, HSA joins 
nine other laboratories worldwide to provide the UN agencies with the testing service 
for pharmaceutical products the agencies intend to procure to benefit those in need.      
 

Scope  

3 As a WHO Prequalified Quality Control Laboratory in pharmaceutical 
products, HSA will contribute to WHO's Prequalification Medicines Programme by 
providing analytical testing services of priority products for treatment of HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, tuberculosis and in reproductive health to UN agencies. This will help to 
ensure unified standards of quality, safety and efficacy in these products supplied 
under various UN programmes to countries around the world.  For more information 
on the Prequalification of Medicines Programme, please access 
http://apps.who.int/prequal/.   
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Another Mark of Confidence in our Professional Standards 
 
4 This latest achievement by the Pharmaceutical Laboratory is another 
testimonial of its high standard and rigorous system in laboratory practice and 
management.  It adds to the growing roll of internationally-recognised accreditations 
that HSA’s Pharmaceutical Division has attained so far, including:  
 

� WHO Collaborating Centre for Drug Quality Assurance since 1994 
� Singapore Quality Class for Business Excellence since 2002 
� ISO/IEC17025 (SAC-SINGLAS) (upgraded from ISO/IEC Guide in Jul 2002) 

 
 
5 Said HSA’s Dr Paul Chui, Group Director, Applied Sciences Group,  “HSA 
laboratories constantly pursue higher bars of technical and service excellence so as 
to better create and add value to our clients’ missions.  With HSA Pharmaceutical 
Laboratory’s designation as a WHO Prequalified Quality Control Laboratory, we are 
pleased to be able to contribute to the value chain of WHO and UN in improving 
public health through better access of quality medicines to those in need.”  
 
 
Going Forward 
 
6  With this recent designation, Pharmaceutical Laboratory envisages a closer 
working relationship with WHO, while it continues to support WHO in other activities 
such as development of monographs for International Pharmacopeia, technical 
training of WHO fellows, and re-examinations and validations of chemical reference 
standards for WHO.   
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� About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA) 
The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific 
expertise through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood 
Services, Applied Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety.  HSA 
is a multidisciplinary authority.  It serves as the national regulator for health products, 
ensuring they are wisely regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and efficacy.  
It operates the national blood bank, Bloodbank@HSA, securing the nation’s blood 
supply.  It also applies specialised scientific, forensic, investigative and analytical 
capabilities in serving the administration of justice.  For more details, visit 
http://www.hsa.gov.sg/. 
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� About HSA’s Applied Sciences Group  
The Applied Sciences Group of HSA represents the national forensic medical and 
scientific, and analytical laboratory expertise that supports regulatory and other 
compliance agencies in the administration of justice and the safeguarding of public 
health.   
 
� About  HSA’s Pharmaceutical Laboratory, Applied Sciences Group 
The Pharmaceutical Laboratory of HSA’s Applied Sciences Group provides 
analytical and investigative services of western drugs, traditional medicines and 
health supplements to a wide range of organisations and businesses including 
hospitals, clinics and traders.  It also serves as a reference laboratory to the Health 
Products Regulation Group, which is HSA’s regulatory arm.  
  
� About HSA Updates 
The “HSA Updates” seeks to provide current information, in a consistent and 
accurate manner, on topics of public interest.  For all issues of HSA Updates, please 
visit www.hsa.gov.sg, click “News & Events”, and select “HSA Updates”. 
 
 
Media representatives are welcome to send any queries to the Corporate 
Communications Department @ HSA. 
 


