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HSA PROSECUTES FIVE FOR UNLICENSED SALE OF SHISHA
TOBACCO

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) has prosecuted five retailers for the
unlicensed sale of shisha molasses/tobacco at their outlets located in the Kampong
Glam vicinity. All five were convicted in Court and fined a total of $14,200 (please
refer to Annex A for the details).

2 Four of the outlets had their tobacco retail licences revoked earlier for tobacco
related offences. Despite that, they persisted in the sale of shisha molasses and
tobacco. Nefertiti Pte Ltd had never applied for a tobacco retail licence but sold
shisha tobacco. These cases were detected through HSA’s enforcement activities,
which are targeted at deterring the unlicensed sale of tobacco products in Singapore.

Shisha Molasses/ Tobacco is Strictly Prohibited in Singapore

3 HSA would like to remind the public that the Tobacco (Control of
Advertisements and Sale) (Prohibited Tobacco Products) Regulations prohibits the
import, distribution, sale or offer for sale of shisha molasses/tobacco.

4 Any person who is convicted of the above offence is liable to a fine of up to
$10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both, for the first
offence and to a fine not exceeding $20,000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or to both, for the second or subsequent offence. Any shisha
molasses/tobacco imported will be seized and confiscated. Information pertaining to
the prohibition of harmful tobacco products in Singapore is available on HSA’s
website.

5 The public is strongly advised not to purchase or bring shisha molasses/
tobacco into Singapore.

6 HSA encourages members of the public who have information on the illegal
import, distribution, sale or offer for sale of shisha molasses/tobacco to call its
Tobacco Regulation Branch at Tel: 6684-2036 or 6684-2037 during office hours
(9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday).

Shisha Tobacco is More Harmful than Cigarettes

7 Shisha smoking is a dangerous activity. Contrary to popular belief, even after

it has been passed through water, shisha smoke contains high levels of toxic

compounds. In fact, the burning of tobacco in a shisha pipe using charcoal actually

produces high levels of carbon monoxide, nicotine and cancer-causing chemicals
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http://www.hsa.gov.sg/content/hsa/en/Health_Products_Regulation/Tobacco_Control/Overview/Tobacco_Legislation/Prohibition_on_Certain_Products.html

than cigarettes. Each session of shisha smoking can last between 15 and 90
minutes, and this causes the smoker to be exposed to a higher level of harmful
toxicants including carbon monoxide, heavy metals and cancer-causing chemicals.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), a person smoking shisha for 45
to 60 minutes inhales smoke equivalent to that from 100 or more cigarettes™.

8 Advice and support on smoking cessation is available through the toll-free
Quitline at 1800 438 2000 or the iQuit club at www.hpb.gov.sg/iquit.
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About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific
expertise through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood
Services and Applied Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety.
HSA is a multidisciplinary authority. It serves as the national regulator for health
products, ensuring they are wisely regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and
efficacy. As the national blood service, it is responsible for providing a safe and
adequate blood supply. It also applies specialised scientific, forensic, investigative
and analytical capabilities in serving the administration of justice. For more details,
visit http://www.hsa.gov.sg/.

For more updates on public health and safety matters, follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/HSAsg.

About HSA’s Health Products Regulation Group

The Health Products Regulation Group (HPRG) of HSA ensures that drugs,
innovative therapeutics, medical devices and health-related products are wisely
regulated and meet appropriate safety, quality and efficacy standards. It
contributes to the development of biomedical sciences in Singapore by
administering a robust, scientific and responsive regulatory framework.

' WHo TobReg Advisory Note: Waterpipe Tobacco Smoking: Health Effects, Research Needs and Recommended Actions by
Regulators
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ANNEX A

HSA PROSECUTES FIVE FOR UNLICENSED SALE OF SHISHA

TOBACCO
S/n Name of accused Outlet names Court actions

against
accused

1 Goh Chin Chwee Merril Merdandy Bar & Café Fine of $1,800

LLP
2 Dwight Tham Chern Wen Nefertiti Pte Ltd Fine of $1,800
3 | Mahmoud Wagih Mahmoud Sheikh Al Arab Fine of $3,000
Elsheikh
4 Ameen Ali Salim Talib Café Le Caire Fine of $4,000
(International) Pte Ltd
5 Paribesh Pte Ltd Nabin Experience Arabia Fine of $3,600
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