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EIGHTEEN PERSONS CONVICTED FOR SELLING ELECTRONIC 

VAPORISERS ONLINE 
– TOTAL FINES AMOUNT TO OVER $150,000, ONE SENTENCED TO 

A LONG JAIL TERM 
 

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) has prosecuted 18 persons for selling 

electronic vaporisers1 (e-vaporisers) and related components in Singapore. They were 

convicted in Court between April and August 2023, with total fines amounting to 

$153,000. One convicted person was sentenced to 19 weeks’ imprisonment (refer to 

Table 1 in the Annex for the details), the longest that has been meted out for the sale 

of e-vaporisers to-date.  

2 The convicted persons were aged between 23 and 40 years old. They had sold 

the e-vaporisers and components illegally on various local social media and e-

commerce platforms (refer to the Annex for photos). 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME CASES 

 

Offender fined $34,000 for selling e-vaporisers on Instagram 

3 Chuah Siang Chun, aged 31 years and working as a Senior Customer Service 

Officer at a transport company, was caught selling e-vaporisers on Instagram. Chuah 

had maintained a sales records book to track his transactions and had completed 

about 30 transactions over a four-month period, profiting close to $3,000.  

 

4 Chuah was sentenced to a total fine of $34,000 for selling and offering for sale 

e-vaporisers and their related components.   

 

Offender sentenced to longest imprisonment term to-date for sale of e-

vaporisers  

 
1 Electronic vaporisers refer to battery-operated devices which deliver vaporised nicotine for users to 
inhale. They come in forms such as e-cigarettes, e-pipes, e-cigars and the like. 



5 Pan Shuowei, aged 29 years and unemployed, was caught by HSA officers, 

following a tip-off. Pan was at a warehouse to collect his parcel, which contained over 

1,000 boxes of assorted pods shipped from overseas.  

 

6 Pan was a seller of e-vaporisers and related items, and he had ordered the 

prohibited items from his friend and suppliers in China. He advertised his items on 

WeChat using multiple WeChat IDs and his buyers transacted with him via WeChat 

pay. 

 

7 Pan was sentenced to 19 weeks’ imprisonment. This is the longest jail term 

imposed to-date for selling and offering for sale e-vaporisers and related components.  

 

Offender fined $20,500 for selling heat-not-burn tobacco products on Facebook 

8 Gautaman Senivasan, aged 32 years and a full-time student, was caught selling 

heat-not-burn tobacco products 2  on Facebook. He was first introduced to these 

products during a holiday in Switzerland. He realised that such products were available 

in Malaysia and started to import and supply these products in Singapore. 

 

9 Gautaman was fined $20,500 for the offence.  

 

E-VAPORISERS STRICTLY PROHIBITED IN SINGAPORE 

 

10 HSA would like to remind the public that it is an offence under the Tobacco 

(Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act to sell, possess for sale, import or distribute 

e-vaporisers and their related components.  Any person who is convicted is liable to a 

fine of up to $10,000 or imprisonment of up to 6 months or both for the first offence, 

and a fine of up to $20,000 or imprisonment of up to 12 months or both for the second 

or subsequent offence. 

 

11 It is also an offence for anyone to possess, purchase or use e-vaporisers and 

their related components.  The penalty is a fine of up to $2,000 per offence. 

 
2 Heat-not-burn tobacco products are battery-operated devices that heat tobacco up to a temperature 
of 350°C. This produces an aerosol containing nicotine and other chemicals, which are inhaled by the 
user through the mouth and taken into the body.  



 

12 From 2018 to 2022, HSA had prosecuted 101 persons for selling e-vaporisers 

and their related components. The highest fine meted out so far was $99,000 to an 

individual for the illegal sale of these prohibited items. Information pertaining to 

prohibited tobacco products in Singapore is available on the HSA website and more 

details about the harmful effects of e-vaporisers can be found in this HealthHub article. 

 

13 HSA conducts active online surveillance and will continue to take strong 

enforcement actions against those selling e-vaporisers and related components.  We 

also work closely with the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority to monitor and stop 

illegal imports of e-vaporisers and related components. 

 

14 Members of the public who have information on the illegal import, distribution, 

sale or offer for sale of e-vaporisers can contact HSA’s Tobacco Regulation Branch at 

Tel: 6684 2036 or 6684 2037 during office hours (9:00 am to 5:30 pm, Monday to 

Friday). 
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About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)  

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific expertise 

through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood Services and Applied 

Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety. HSA is a multidisciplinary 

authority. It serves as the national regulator for health products, ensuring they are wisely 

regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and efficacy. As the national blood service, it is 

responsible for providing a safe and adequate blood supply. It also applies specialised 

scientific, forensic, investigative and analytical capabilities in serving the administration of 

justice. For more details, visit http://www.hsa.gov.sg/. 

For more updates on public health and safety matters, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/HSAsg.  

 

About HSA’s Health Products Regulation Group  

The Health Products Regulation Group (HPRG) of HSA ensures that medicines, innovative 

therapeutics, medical devices and health-related products are wisely regulated and meet 

https://www.hsa.gov.sg/tobacco-regulation/overview
https://www.healthhub.sg/programmes/88/IQuit/e-cig/
http://www.hsa.gov.sg/


appropriate safety, quality and efficacy standards. It contributes to the development of 

biomedical sciences in Singapore by administering a robust, scientific and responsive 

regulatory framework.  

 

  



ANNEX  

 
EIGHTEEN PERSONS CONVICTED FOR SELLING ELECTRONIC 

VAPORISERS ONLINE 
– TOTAL FINES AMOUNT TO OVER $150,000, ONE SENTENCED TO 

A LONG JAIL TERM 
 

Table 1 – Court Actions Against Eighteen Persons Convicted for Illegal Sale of 
E-vaporisers   
 

S/n Name of offender  Date of conviction Court actions 

1 Tan Sweak Rou 17-Apr-23 Fine of $10,500 

2 Chua Beng Kai Jeremy 17-Apr-23 Fine of $4,650 

3 Cheong Wei Kit Davin 18-Apr-23 
Fine of $1,500 and 

1-week 
imprisonment 

4 Ng Wei Xin, Joanna 18-Apr-23 
Fine of $1,500 and 

1-week 
imprisonment 

5 Shawn Ong Wei Jie 27-Apr-23 Fine of $8,500 

6 Lim Yu Wei Lucas 27-Apr-23 Fine of $3,000 

7 Wong Yu Tack (Huang Yide) 2-May-23 Fine of $4,500 

8 Pan Shuowei 4-May-23 
19 weeks’ 

Imprisonment 

9 Low Guo Liang, Andy 11-May-23 Fine of $13,000 

10 Kee Kun Liang 30-May-23 Fine of $8,000 

11 Muhammed Suhaimi Bin Rashid 20-Jun-23 Fine of $5,000 

12 Chuah Siang Chun 27-Jun-23 Fine of $34,000 

13 Gautaman Senivasan 6-Jul-23 Fine of $20,500 

14 Kenneth Kieu Jin Hao 20-Jul-23 Fine of $12,500 

15 Kiang Zi Jie 20-Jul-23 Fine of $2,500 

16 Ko Jackson 27-Jul-23 Fine of $9,000 



17 Jonathan Yeo Yida 22-Aug-23 Fine of $9,000 

18 Tan Soo Yin 29-Aug-23 Fine of $6,500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Photos of E-vaporisers and Components Seized 

 

 

 


