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HSA TAKES ENFORCEMENT ACTION AGAINST TEENAGERS 
USING ELECTRONIC VAPORISER ON BOARD A MASS RAPID 

TRANSIT (MRT) TRAIN 
 

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) has taken enforcement action against 

three teenagers, aged 13, 16 and 18 years old, found to have used an electronic 

vaporiser (e-vaporiser) on an MRT train. HSA was alerted to the video of them using 

the e-vaporiser in the MRT cabin on 29 March 2020.  

 

2 Enforcement actions were taken against the teenagers including:   

a. Issuance of conditional warnings requiring the two under-18 offenders to 

complete a community rehabilitative programme, and to stay crime-free for 

a period of 12 months; and  

b. Issuance of composition fines of $200 to $500 for other related offences 

detected under the Tobacco (Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act. 

 

3 HSA takes a very serious view of the possession and use of banned e-

vaporisers and related items and will take stern actions against any individuals who 

contravene the law knowingly.  In this instance, the teenagers had blatantly flouted the 

law by vaping in plain sight of commuters on the train where smoking is prohibited, 

and deliberately flaunted their offence on social media. As the two below-18s are first-

time offenders, they are required to undergo rehabilitation in the community. If they re-

offend during the 12-month period, they can be prosecuted in court.       

4 The teenagers were identified by police officers from the Public Transport 

Security Command of the Singapore Police Force. Investigations showed that all three 

of them had taken turns to use the e-vaporiser on board an MRT train along the Circle 

Line on 25 March 2020. One of them had filmed the video and uploaded it on social 

media. 

5 The purchase, use and possession of e-vaporisers is banned in Singapore. 

HSA takes a serious view of such blatant infringements of the law.  HSA will continue 

to work with relevant agencies to deter such activities and to take stern enforcement 

actions against offenders.  

Penalties for such offences in Singapore  

 
6 The purchase, possession and use of e-vaporisers are prohibited in Singapore 

under the Tobacco (Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act. This includes purchases 



 
 

made through the Internet and from overseas.  Offenders can be fined up to $2,000.  From 

1 February 2018 to 30 June 2020, 1,335 people have been caught for the use of e-

vaporisers. 

7 Under the Act, the import, distribution, possession for sale, sale or offer for sale 

of such products are also prohibited. Offenders can be fined up to $10,000 or jailed up 

to 6 months or both for the first offence, and fined up to $20,000 or jailed up to 12 

months or both for subsequent offences.   

Consumer advisory 

 

8 Information pertaining to prohibited tobacco products in Singapore is available 
on the HSA website. 
 

9 Members of the public who have information on illegal activities involving e-

vaporisers and under-aged smokers can fill in this online form. Alternatively, they can 

contact the Tobacco Regulation Branch at Tel: 6684 2036 or 6684 2037 during office 

hours (9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday).  
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About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)  

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific 

expertise through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood 

Services and Applied Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety. 

HSA is a multidisciplinary authority. It serves as the national regulator for health 

products, ensuring they are wisely regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and 

efficacy. As the national blood service, it is responsible for providing a safe and 

adequate blood supply. It also applies specialised scientific, forensic, investigative 

and analytical capabilities in serving the administration of justice. For more details, 

visit http://www.hsa.gov.sg/.  

 

For more updates on public health and safety matters, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/HSAsg.  

 

About HSA’s Health Products Regulation Group  
The Health Products Regulation Group (HPRG) of HSA ensures that drugs, 
innovative therapeutics, medical devices and health-related products are wisely 
regulated and meet appropriate safety, quality and efficacy standards. It contributes 
to the development of biomedical sciences in Singapore by administering a robust, 
scientific and responsive regulatory framework.  
 
 

https://www.hsa.gov.sg/tobacco-regulation/overview
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5e2672db3acc0e001141456b

