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SEVENTEEN PERSONS CONVICTED FOR ILLEGAL ONLINE SALE
OF ELECTRONIC VAPORISERS
- TOTAL FINES AMOUNT TO OVER $114,000, FIVE RECEIVED JAIL
SENTENCES

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) has prosecuted 17 persons for selling
electronic vaporisers?! (e-vaporisers) and related components in Singapore. They were
convicted in Court between the period of February and August 2022, with total fines
amounting to $114,500. Five of the 17 persons received jail sentences ranging from
10 to 26 days (refer to Annex A for the details).

2 The convicted persons were aged between 20 and 39. They had purchased the
e-vaporisers and related components from overseas and sold them illegally on various
local social media and e-commerce platforms. More than $170,000 worth of e-
vaporisers and related components were seized (refer to Annex B for photos).

HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME CASES

Youth offender placed under 12-month probation for repeated offences
3 Yang Jing Tao, aged 21 years, was earlier caught selling e-vaporisers on
Carousell in 2018. He was issued with a conditional warning under which he was

bound to refrain from any criminal conduct for a period of 24 months.
4 Between August and September 2019, Yang committed fresh offences by
importing e-vaporiser components. He was prosecuted and placed under supervised

probation of 12 months for his offences.

Offender given the highest fine

1 Electronic vaporisers refer to battery-operated devices which deliver vaporised nicotine for users to
inhale. They come in forms such as e-cigarettes, e-pipes, e-cigars and the like.



5 Chelsea Tan Yan Qi, aged 24 years, was caught selling e-vaporisers and
related components on Telegram. Her husband and employee assisted in smuggling
the illicit products from Johor Bahru (JB) into Singapore. Investigations revealed that
Tan and her accomplices would use a rented car to transport her supplies from JB to
Singapore. On a few occasions, the e-vaporiser supplier in JB had also assisted to
conceal the illegal products in the door panels of the rented car to evade detection.

6 Tan was sentenced to a total fine of $23,000 for selling and offering for sale e-
vaporisers and their related components. As she could not pay the fine, she had to
serve 50 days of imprisonment in lieu of the fine. Her accomplices have been dealt

with separately.

Partners-in-crime who imported and sold prohibited products
7 Benjamin Neo Song Ya, aged 21 years and Lim Jing Jie, aged 23 years, had
imported e-vaporisers and their related components from overseas and sold them on

Instagram and Telegram.

8 Investigations revealed that Neo provided Lim with some funds for the purchase
and import of the illegal products. After the illegal products had been imported, they
were stored at Neo’s residence while they advertised and sold them to potential

customers.

9 Neo was sentenced to a fine of $16,000 and three weeks’ imprisonment, while
Lim was sentenced to a fine of $3,000 and three weeks and five days’ imprisonment

for their offences.

E-VAPORISERS STRICTLY PROHIBITED IN SINGAPORE

10 HSA would like to remind the public that it is an offence under the Tobacco
(Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act to sell, possess for sale, import or distribute
e-vaporisers and their related components. Any person who is convicted is liable to a
fine of up to $10,000, or imprisonment of up to 6 months or both for the first offence,
and a fine of up to $20,000 or imprisonment of up to 12 months or both for the second

or subsequent offence. In addition, since 1 February 2018, it is also an offence to



possess, purchase or use e-vaporisers and their related components. The penalty is
a fine of up to $2,000 per offence.

11 From 2018 to 2021, HSA had prosecuted 70 persons for selling e-vaporisers
and their related components. The highest fine meted out so far was $99,000 for the
illegal sale of these prohibited items. There was also a case where the offender was
sentenced to 1 week’s imprisonment and a fine of $61,000 for selling e-vaporisers and

their related components.

12 HSA conducts active online surveillance and will continue to take strong
enforcement actions against those selling e-vaporisers and related components. We
also work closely with the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority to monitor and stop

illegal imports of e-vaporisers and related components.

13 The public should also not purchase or bring e-vaporisers and related
components into Singapore. From 1 February 2018 to 31 December 2021, 6,842
people were caught and taken to task for the possession and use of e-vaporisers and
their related components. Information pertaining to the prohibition of e-vaporisers in

Singapore is available on HSA’s website.

14 Members of the public who have information on the illegal import, distribution,
sale or offer for sale of e-vaporisers can submit a report conveniently using the online
form at go.gov.sg/reporttobaccooffences. Alternatively, they can contact HSA’s
Tobacco Regulation Branch at Tel: 6684 2036 or 6684 2037 during office hours
(9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday).
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About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific expertise
through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood Services and Applied
Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety. HSA is a multidisciplinary
authority. It serves as the national regulator for health products, ensuring they are wisely
regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and efficacy. As the national blood service, it is
responsible for providing a safe and adequate blood supply. It also applies specialised


https://www.hsa.gov.sg/tobacco-regulation/overview
file:///C:/Users/hsa-peggyteo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CZB31NTM/www.go.gov.sg/reporttobaccooffences

scientific, forensic, investigative and analytical capabilities in serving the administration of
justice. For more details, visit http://www.hsa.gov.sg/.

For more updates on public health and safety matters, follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/HSAsg.

About HSA’s Health Products Regulation Group

The Health Products Regulation Group (HPRG) of HSA ensures that medicines, innovative
therapeutics, medical devices and health-related products are wisely regulated and meet
appropriate safety, quality and efficacy standards. It contributes to the development of
biomedical sciences in Singapore by administering a robust, scientific and responsive
regulatory framework.


http://www.hsa.gov.sg/

ANNEX A

SEVENTEEN PERSONS CONVICTED FOR ILLEGAL SALE OF
ELECTRONIC VAPORISERS ONLINE; TOTAL FINES AMOUNT TO
OVER $114,000, FIVE RECEIVED JAIL SENTENCES

Table 1 — Court Actions Against Seventeen Persons Convicted for Illegal Sale of
E-vaporisers

S/IN Name of offender Dat_e c_)f Court actions
conviction
1 Wang Li Yi 7 February 2022 Fine of $7,000
24 months’ supervised
2 Leonard Liew Kai Jing 15 March 2022 . probation
(included charges from
other agencies)
3 Poh Kang Wei (Fu Kangwei) 7 April 2022 Fine of $15,000
4 Htun Hlaing @ Muhamad 12 April 2022 18 months syperwsed
Ishaq probation
5 Goh Yang Keng 12 May 2022 Fine of $15,000
6 Lee Ming Shen 12 May 2022 Fine of $5,500
7 Bryan Low Zhan Ming 12 May 2022 Fine of $4,000
8 Chelsea Tan Yan Qi 3 June 2022 Fine of $2?:,_OOO (defaulted
to 50 days’ imprisonment)
9 Yang Jing Tao 6 June 2022 12 months sgperwsed
probation
10 Hu Ling 8 June 2022 10 days’ imprisonment
11 Phua Yeow Kiat 14 June 2022 Fine of $3,000 and 10

days’ imprisonment
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Benjamin Neo Song Ya

Wang Kang Yi

Goah Yong Ann

Ang Hock Chern

Lim Jing Jie

Goh Kai Chin, Cheslin

13 July 2022

28 July 2022

10 August 2022

11 August 2022

22 August 2022

22 August 2022

Fine of $16,000 and 3
weeks’ imprisonment

Fine of $10,000

20 days’ imprisonment

Fine of $6,000

Fine of $3,000, and 3
weeks and 5 days’
imprisonment

Fine of $7,000



ANNEX B

Photos of E-vaporisers and Components Seized
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